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BACKGROUND: Over the past 20 vyears, petroleum production--
primarily at Prudhoe Bay on the North Slope--has becone a najor
part of Al aska’ s econony. There is also potential for future
petrol eum devel opnent on the outer continental shelf (ocs) of the
Beaufort and Chukchi Seas al ong Al askars northern coast. How past
petrol eum devel opnment has affected, and how potential future
devel opnment could affect Alaska's Native people are inportant
I ssues. The North Slope is hone to about 4,300 Al aska Natives in
eight scattered villages. Various past studies have exam ned
social and economc effects of petroleum devel opnent on Alaska's
North Slope Natives. How the availability of jobs in the petrol eum
industry affects mgration anong North Sl ope Natives has not been
previously exam ned.

OBJECTI VES: The objectives of this study are (1) to find out why
people mgrate to and within the North Slope; and (2) to find out
if working for the oil industry at Prudhoe Bay or Kuparuk nmakes
North Slope Natives nore likely to migrate.

DESCRI PTI ON: The study is based on interviews of Alaska North
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Slope Native mgrants, of non-Native mgrants, and of North Sl ope
Nati ves who are oil industry enployees. Researchers intervi ewed
52 North Slope householders and 34 Native enployees of the oil
i ndustry. The 52 interviewed households (39 Native and 13 non-
Native) represent about 10 percent of all mgrant households and
3 percent of the total 1,700 North Sl ope households. The 34 Native

enpl oyees interviewed represent about half of all North Slope
Natives with jobs at the Prudhoe Bay conpl ex. The interviewers
asked households why and when they noved to their current
conmuni ti es; whet her their new comunities had met their

expectations; and whether and why they planned future noves.
Nati ve oil industry enployees were asked how long they had held
their job, whether they had previously held other jobs in the oil
i ndustry, and whether and why they had noved from one community to
before or after obtaining their jobs.

SI GNI FI CANT  CONCLUSI ONS: The study found that enploynent was the
single nost inportant reason both Natives and non-Natives cited for

novi ng. One-third of the Natives interviewed noved from their
communities soon after they got oil industry jobs, although a
direct link between the oil industry enploynment and mgration is
not cl ear. These conclusions are tentative, due to the uncertain

economc future of the North Slope as the Prudhoe Bay field is
depleted, and the limted information collected for this study.

STUDY RESULTS: The offer of, the prospect of, or the desire for
jobs was the single nost inportant reason both Natives and non-

Natives cited for noving. However, a significant portion of
Natives also cited reasons for noving that were not related to
j obs. One-third of the Natives interviewed did nove from their
communities after they got oil industry jobs. However, it appears

that many such noves off the North Sl ope may not be permanent, and
it is clear that turnover anong Native enployees of oil conpanies
i s high. The likely future pattern of household mgration within
and to the North Slope, and the likely future pattern of mgration

of North Slope natives who work for the oil industry may only be
inferred tentatively from these results. First, the economc
future of the North Slope is uncertain as the Prudhoe Bay field is
depl et ed. Second, the information collected for this study is by

itself not sufficient to project future mgration, and there is
little information on past migration trends. Also, the inportance
of subsistence in explaining mgration needs nore study. Finally,

interviewing a larger nunber of mgrant households would produce
nore definitive findings.

STUDY PRODUCTS: Marshal I,  David. 1993. Mgration and Ol

I ndustry Enploynent of North Slope Al aska Natives. Prepared by
the Institute of Social and Econom c Research, University of Al aska
Anchor age. for the US. Departnment of the Interior, Mnerals
Managerment Service Al aska OCS Regi on, Anchorage, Al aska. Techni cal

Report No. 158. MMS Report No. 92-0061. Contract No: 14-12-0001-
30311.



An el ectronic data base of study data is maintained by the Mnerals
Managenent Service Al aska OCS Regi on, Anchorage, Al aska.
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